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Background HIV/AIDS-related illnesses are the leading cause of
death among women of reproductive age worldwide (1). In
sub-Saharan Africa with highest burden of HIV/AIDS, young
women 15–24 are at least twice more likely to be infected with
HIV than young men (2). Women and girls are predominantly
vulnerable to infection mainly due to gender inequalities, cultural
or religious practice, and economic and social dependence upon
men, yet they lack the appropriate tools to protect themselves.
Objectives To describe USAID’s research portfolio in develop-
ment and introduction of microbicides to further reduce the risk
of HIVamongst young girls and women.
Methods We reviewed funding trends of translation research
activities supported by the USAID between 2005 and 2014. We
assessed characteristics of the USAID funded activities by follow-
ing domains – research and development (R&D) to product
introduction continuum; programmatic purpose, target popula-
tion and design approach.
Result USAID has funded a range of translational activities such
as establishing an interdisciplinary microbicide working group;
supporting regulatory, licensure, and manufacturing needs assess-
ments; developing and implementing communication and advo-
cacy strategies, microbicide readiness assessment tools and gender
analysis tools; carrying out cost- and cost-effectiveness modeling
for microbicide introduction; and developing and implementing a
social science and operations research agenda for microbicide
introduction, demand, and delivery.USAID’s overall microbicides
research and development (R&D) agenda falls into three major
domains T1: Development of microbicides and multi-purpose pre-
vention technology (MPT) candidates for human testing ( i.e., pre-
clinical development to clinical testing); T2: Understanding user’s
choice and perspectives on acceptable product profiles (i.e., trans-
lation to end users and populations); and T3: Development of
implementation approaches and strategies to introduce and

scale-up novel products and integrate them to existing health
systems (i.e., translation to national program).
Conclusion USAID remains committed to developing and intro-
ducing safe, effective and user-friendly microbicides and MPTs to
reduce young girls’ and women’s risk of HIV infection.
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