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Background and aims: Research Social Network (RSNs),
resulted from the emergence of Web 2, allows researchers to
present their works, to communicate with other colleges,
to create new discoveries, and to collaborate. This study aimed
to survey the Iranian academic’s viewpoint concerning Research
Social Networks (RSNs).

Methods: This was a descriptive study in which 250 research-
ers from Kerman University of Medical Sciences were selected
by stratify randomized modeling. Iranian researcher’s viewpoint
concerning the Mission, Goals and capabilities of Research
Social Networks (RSNs), were studied by a researcher-developed
questionnaire. Collected data were analyzed by SPSS software
(version 16) using descriptive statistics.

Results: The results showed that majority of participants (65
percent) are familiar with the RSNs and have their accounts on
them. The data also revealed that Iranian academics have
affirmative viewpoint regarding RSNs Mission, goals and its
capabilities. Participants use RSN to meet new researchers (71
percent), find information (55 percent), sharing experience (52
percent), and contribute in discussions (35 percent).
Conclusion: RSNs are valuable and useful for Iranian aca-
demics and is great opportunity to associate with other
researches in global network of sciences. Well-designed and
properly supported RSNs infrastructures and encouraged
researchers to joint RSNs should be considered by mangers and
policy makers.
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