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Researchers operate in highly complex and dynamic contexts.
Collaborative approaches to research, while enriching, introduce
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new layers of complexity and challenges that require critical
reflection. In doing research in the field of d/Deaf studies, this
could not be more depictive of my experience. The d/Deaf
community in Australia have a strong and rich culture and a
complex expressive language. This community has a long
history of hearing people oppressing their culture and
this continues to shape d/Deaf and hearing relations and
d/Deaf people’s experiences of education and opportunity.
Collaborative approaches to d/Deaf research require
members of the research team to consider linguistic accessi-
bility (and logistics of ensuring accessibility) and power rela-
tions, as well as the epistemological and ontological
assumptions underpinning research design, methodology,
data collection and reporting. Often times the priorities of
funding bodies and university institutions are not in line
with the research goals of the team or the individuals within
the team. More than this, there is rarely an acknowledge-
ment or a discussion about each person’s ontological and
epistemological approach to research, and how this might
conflict or be managed. In this presentation, I visually illus-
trate critical reflections collaborative approaches to research
in the mainstream context and in d/Deaf studies, prompting
discussion about the layers of complexity and challenges
associated with collaborative research.
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