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Supplementary Appendix 1 Search Documentation Details 
 
Table 1 Basic Search Strategy 
 
Cardiovascular disease term 

and 
Primary prevention term 

and 
Statin term 

and 
Systematic review term 
 
Table 2 Basic Search Terms MEDLINE 
Cardiovascular Disease term 

1. *Cardiovascular Diseases/ 

2.  cardiovascular disease*.tw. 

3. heart disease*.tw. 

4. (coronary adj2 disease*).tw. 

5. (arteriosclerosis or atherosclerosis).tw. 

6. angina*.tw. 

7. infarct*.tw. 

8. exp Stroke/ 

9. (stroke or strokes).tw. 

10. hypertens*.tw. 

11. ((blood or diastolic or systolic) adj2 pressure*).tw. 

12. exp Hyperlipidemias/ 

13. hyperlipid*.tw. 

14. hypercholesterol*.tw. 

15. cholesterol*.tw. 

16. hypercholesterol?emia*.tw. 

17. hyperlipi?emia*.tw. 

18. triglycerid*.tw. 

19. hypertriglycerid?emia*.tw. 

20. hyperlipoprotein?emia*.tw. 

21. ldl.tw. 

22. hdl.tw. 
 

and  
Primary prevention term 

28. exp Primary Prevention/ 

29. (prevent* or prophyla*).tw. 
 

and  
Statin term 

23. exp Hydroxymethylglutaryl-CoA Reductase Inhibitors/ 

24. hydroxymethylglutaryl*.tw. 



25. HMG-CoA*.tw. 

26. (statin or statins).tw. 
27. (atorvastatin or lipitor or cerivastatin or baycol or  
compactin or fluvastatin or fluindostatin or lescol  
or lovastatin or mevacor or mevinolin or pitavastatin  
or pitava or livalo or pravastatin or pravachol or lipostat  
or rosuvastatin or crestor  
or simvastatin or zocor).tw. 

 

and  
Systematic review term 

30. (MEDLINE or systematic review).tw. or meta analysis.pt. 

31. exp Meta-Analysis/ 

32. systematic review.mp. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Supplementary Appendix 2: Excluded Final 27 Systematic Reviews and Reasons 
for Exclusion 
 
Systematic review Reason for exclusion 

1.   Bukkapatnam 2009(1) 
Reports percentage of trial participants with prior CHD but not 
CVD  

2.   Chang 2013 (2) 
Do not specify what percentage of trial participants are 
primary prevention 

3.   Chen 2012 (3) 
Reports percentage of trial participants with prior CHD but not 
CVD 

4.   Chou 2016 (4) 

Include studies in which the proportion of patients with prior 
CVD events is less than 10% 

5.   Corvol (5) 
Do not specify what percentage of trial participants are 
primary prevention 

6.   Costa (6) 
Do not specify what percentage of trial participants are 
primary prevention 

7.   Danninger (7) 
Do not specify what percentage of trial participants are 
primary prevention 

8.   deVries (8) 
Do not specify what percentage of trial participants are 
primary prevention 

9.   Ijioma (9) 

Do not specify what percentage of trial are primary prevention 
trials. One included meta-analysis (Mora) differentiates 
exclusively primary prevention trials and predominantly 
primary prevention. 

10.   Kostis (10) Includes primary and secondary prevention trials.  

11.   Major (11) 
Do not specify what percentage of trial participants are 
primary prevention 

12.   Mills (12) Includes primary and secondary prevention trials. 

13.   Naci (13) 
Do not specify what percentage of trial participants are 
primary prevention 

14.   Naci  (14) 
Include studies in which the proportion of patients with prior 
CVD events is 20% or fewer 

15.   O'Regan (15) Includes primary and secondary prevention trials. 

16.   Petretta (16) 
Do not specify what percentage of trial participants are 
primary prevention 

17.   Pignone (17) 
Do not specify what percentage of trial participants are 
primary prevention 

18.   Preiss (18) 
Do not specify what percentage of trial participants are 
primary prevention 

19.   Savarese (19) Do not specify what percentage of trial are primary prevention 
20.   Slinin (20) Includes only one exclusively primary prevention trial 

21.   Taylor (21) 
Do not specify what percentage of trial participants are 
primary prevention 

22.   Teng (22) Includes only one exclusively primary prevention trial 

23.   Thavendirnathan (23) 
Include studies in which the proportion of patients with prior 
CVD events is up to 16.2% 

24.   Tonelli  (24) Do not specify what percentage of trial are primary prevention 

25.   Vijan (25) 
Include studies in which a proportion of patients had prior 
CVD events 

26.   Warshafsky (26) 
Do not specify what percentage of trial participants are 
primary prevention 

27.   Zhang (27) 
Do not specify what percentage of trial participants are 
primary prevention 
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