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 The spectrum of side effects sounded best to me. 
 It was my doctor’s decision. 
 other, please specify reasons: …………………………………………………… 
 
 

Autonomy preferences 

5. When you are faced with a decision about a MEDICAL TREATMENT IN GENERAL (examination or 
treatment), who should decide? 
 
 I would like to make the decision by myself. 
 I would like to make the final decision by myself but consult with the doctor.  
 I would like to make the decision together with the doctor. 
 The doctor should make the final decision but consult with me. 
 The doctor should make the decision by himself. 
 
 
6. If you have to decide whether to continue or discontinue taking medications, who should decide? 
 
 I would like to make the decision by myself. 
 I would like to make the final decision by myself but consult with the doctor.  
 I would like to make the decision together with the doctor. 
 The doctor should make the final decision but consult with me. 
 The doctor should make the decision by himself. 
 
 

Autonomy preferences on risk perception (please mark on the lines below) (cf.Boeije & 

Janssens 2004, Heesen et al., 2010) 

 
7.How severe do you think your MS disease is? (cf. Heesen et al., 2010) 

 
Not 
severe at 
all 

          Extremely 
severe                      

   all     0        1               2              3               4        5        6         7          8           9        10  

 
 
8.  How serious do you think your MS disease is? (cf. Boeije & Janssens 2004) 

 
Not 
serious  

          Extremely 
serious                      

   at all     0        1               2              3               4        5        6         7          8           9        10 
 
 
9. What would a wheelchair dependency mean to you? (cf. Boeije & Janssens 2004) 
 

Not bad 
at all 

          The worst 
thing I can                      

    0        1               2              3               4        5        6         7          8           9        10  imagine 
           

 
 
 

Questions on risk perception (cf. Heesen et al., 2010) 
 
 
10. How would you assess the risk that your current MS therapy will result in a severe complication? 
 

Not high 
at all 

          Extremely 
high                      

    0        1               2              3               4        5        6         7          8           9        10  
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11. Given your medical history of MS and taking into account how you deal with risks in general: do 
you consider your PERSONAL risk of a severe complication to be lower or higher compared to other 
patients in the same situation?  
 

Much 
lower 

          Much 
higher                      

    0        1               2              3               4        5        6         7          8           9        10  

 
 
12. How do you assess the risk of developing a severe infection?  
 

Not high 
at all 

          Extremely 
high                      

    0        1               2              3               4        5        6         7          8           9        10  

  
           
12a. How do you assess the risk of developing a corona infection with a severe course?  
 

Not high 
at all 

          Extremely 
high                      

    0        1               2              3               4        5        6         7          8           9        10  

 
12b. How do you assess the risk of developing a severe viral infection of the brain called progressive 
multifocal leukoencephalopathy (PML)? 
 

Not high 
at all 

          Extremely 
high                      

    0        1               2              3               4        5        6         7          8           9        10  

            
 
13. Given your medical history of MS and taking into account how you deal with risks in general: do 
you consider your PERSONAL risk of a PML to be lower or higher compared to other patients in the 
same situation?  
  

Much 
lower 

          Much 
higher                      

    0        1               2              3               4        5        6         7          8           9        10  

          
 
14. How would you estimate the benefits of your current MS therapy? 
 
 very high 
 high 
 rather high 
 rather low 
 low 
 very low 
 no statement possible 
 
 
15. At what risk of complications would you continue the therapy nevertheless?  
  

Very low           Very 
high                      

    0        1               2              3               4        5        6         7          8           9        10  

          
 
16. At what risk of complications would you discontinue the therapy?  
  

Very low           Very 
high                      

    0        1               2              3               4        5        6         7          8           9        10 
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