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Supplementary files 

 

Table S1: Interview guide (women) 

Hello, my name is [first name, family name]. I’m a researcher from the University of Paris 

13 [or the University of Poitiers]. Thank you for finding the time for this interview. I am 

doing a research project about breast cancer screening and, in particular, the information 

about screening given to women. Our interview will be audio-recorded so that we can 

collect all the necessary data. Your personal information will be anonymized and then 

deleted at the end of the study. 

1) [BREAST CANCER] What do you know about breast cancer? 

(Prompt) What can you do to avoid breast cancer or to minimize the likelihood of 

developing it? To what extent do you feel concerned by breast cancer in your everyday life? 

 

2) [BREAST CANCER SCREENING] What do you know about breast cancer 

screening in France?  

(Prompt) What does screening mean for you? Do you feel concerned by breast cancer 

screening?  

(Prompt) What do you think are the differences between organized screening programmes 

and individual screening?  

(Prompt) What do you know about the effectiveness of screening? 

 

3) [PARTICIPATION IN SCREENING] Have you ever been screened for breast 

cancer? What did you think about that experience? 

(Prompt) How did you decide whether to get screened or not? 

(Prompt) What information did you receive? Who gave you the information? How did you 

receive it? 

(Prompt) How did you feel during the [first] screening? 

 

4) [INFORMATION] What information about breast cancer screening do you 

think you should have? 

(Prompt) What information would you have liked to have received but didn’t? 

(Prompt) How would you like to receive information about breast cancer screening? Who 

would you like to receive it from? 

(Prompt) What format should this information have, in your opinion? Do you think that a 

healthcare professional should help you to decide? 

(Prompt) You told me that you go for regular check-ups with a gynaecologist/general 

practitioner. Do you discuss breast cancer screening with him/her? 

(Prompt) How would you raise the subject with him/her?  

(Prompt) What do you expect from him/her? 
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5) [GENERAL IMPRESSION OF THE DECISION AIDS PRESENTED] What do 

you think of these documents? [Show the interviewee the documents and let her 

look at them for 10 minutes or so] 

(Prompt) What do you think about these documents?  

(Prompt) What did you get from the documents?  

(Prompt) What have you understood from them? Are they easy to understand?  

(Prompt) Were you already aware of this information about the advantages and risks [of 

screening]? If so, how did you receive the information?  

 

6) [CONTENT AND FORMAT] What do you think about the documents’ content? 

(Prompt) And what about the format?  

(Prompt) What would you change in these documents? (Prompt) What would you add to or 

remove from the documents? (Prompt) Which one do you prefer? Why? (Prompt) Which 

one is least meaningful for you? Why? 

 

7) [SUMMARY OF THE SAMPLES SHOWN] What do you think about these 

diagrams/figures /drawings? 

(Prompt) How did they enhance your knowledge about breast cancer screening? (Prompt) 

What do you think about the figures?  

(Prompt) Do they help you to understand not only the advantages but also the risks 

associated with screening?  

(Prompt) What other ways of presenting this information would you suggest?  

 

8) [END PURPOSE OF THE INFORMATION] How does this information 

influence your opinion about screening? Are there other things that you’d like 

to know before being able to make a decision? 

(Prompt) What additional information would you need? 
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Table S2: Interview guide for GPs 

 

1) [BREAST CANCER SCREENING] What do you think about breast cancer 

screening? 

 

2) [PROFESSIONAL ROLE] What is your role in breast cancer screening? 

 

3) [REAL-LIFE EXAMPLE] Can you tell me about a recent consultation during 

which you raised this subject with one of your [female] patients? 

(Prompt) How did the consultation go? 

(Prompt) What information were you able to give to the patient? 

(Prompt) What information were you unable to give to the patient?  

(Prompt) In your opinion, what extra information would your patient liked to have 

received? 

 

How was the decision made? 

(Prompt) What was your role and what was the patient’s role in the decision? 

(Prompt) Did you form a consensus decision with the patient? How do you know that you 

did? 

 

4) [THE TOOLS] What do you think about using information tools and/or 

decision aids for shared decision-making during a consultation? 

And what about [the use of these tools and decision aids in] breast cancer 

screening? 

 

(Prompt) What do you know about decision aids for shared decision-making? Have you 

already used any? If so, which ones? And why did you use them? 

(Prompt) What do you understand by the term “decision aid” 

(Prompt) What format should this type of tool have? 

(Prompt) What medium should the tool use, in your opinion? 

 

How could [a decision aid] be integrated into shared decision-making with the 

patient? 

 

5) [Practical example] What do you think about these documents? (Show the 

interviewee the documents and let him/her look at them for 10 minutes or so) 

 (Prompt) What do you think about the documents’ content? And about their form? 

 (Prompt) What did you learn from them? 

 (Prompt) Which do you prefer? Why? 
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 (Prompt) Which one is least meaningful for you? Why? 

(Prompt) What would you change in these documents? 

(Prompt) What would you add to or remove from these documents? 

(Prompt) What did you learn [from the documents] about breast cancer screening? Do they 

help you to better understand not only the advantages but also the risks associated with 

screening? 

(Prompt) How could these documents be used in practice? 

(Prompt) Do you think that they are useful for your practice? 
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Table S3: Interview guides for other healthcare professionals 

Hello, my name is [first name, family name]. I’m a house officer in general medicine at the 

Paris 7 Faculty of Medicine. Thank you for finding the time for this interview. I am doing a 

research project about breast cancer screening. Our interview will be audio-recorded so that 

we can collect all the necessary data. Please be aware that there are no right or wrong 

answers and that your personal information will be anonymized and then deleted at the end 

of the study. 

Background information on the interviewee: age, type of practice, time since qualification, 

etc. 

INTERVIEW GUIDE – GYNAECOLOGISTS and MIDWIVES 

1) [BREAST CANCER SCREENING] How do you address breast cancer 

screening with your [female] patients? 

 

2) [REAL-LIFE EXAMPLE] Can you tell me about a recent consultation during 

which you raised this subject with one of your patients? 

[For midwives, if they do not address this subject]: Why don’t you raise the 

subject of breast cancer screening with your patients? 

 

3) [FEELING] In your opinion, what do patients feel about this screening? 

(Prompt) What type of information do they ask for?  

 

4) [PROFESSIONAL ROLE] What information do you give them? What type of 

document or medium do you use? 

 

5) [TOOLS] What do you think about information tools and/or decision aids for 

shared decision-making with regard to breast cancer screening?  

 

6) [PRACTICAL EXAMPLE] What do you think about these documents? (Show 

the interviewee the documents and let him/her look at him/her for 10 minutes or so) 

(Prompt) What type of tools would you like to have at your disposal for advising women 

about breast cancer screening? 

 

INTERVIEW GUIDE – RADIOLOGISTS  

1) [REAL-LIFE EXAMPLE] What happens when a woman attends your clinic for 

a mammogram? 

(Prompt) What happens for individual screening and for organized screening?  

(Prompt) Do you perform a clinical examination and have a pre-screening interview?  

(Prompt) Does this screening create any problems for you (organisational aspects, 

interpretation, giving the results to the patient, etc.)? 
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2) [PROFESSIONAL ROLE] What type of dialogue do you have with the patients?  

(Prompt) Is this before or after you have analyzed the mammogram? 

(Prompt) Do you wait for the second analysis? 

 

3) [FEELING] In your opinion, how do patients feel about this screening?  

(Prompt) If patients ask for more information, what type of tools do you use or would like 

to use? 

 

4) [PRACTICAL EXAMPLE] What do you think about these documents? (Show 

the interviewee the documents and let him/her look at them for 10 minutes or so) 

 

INTERVIEW GUIDE – SCREENING PROGRAMME MANAGER  

1) [REAL-LIFE EXAMPLE] How do you get involved in organized breast 

cancer screening? 

 

2) [PROFESSIONAL ROLE] What sort of information should breast cancer 

screening candidates be given?  

(Prompt) What do you think about the official document used throughout France?  

(Prompt) Have you developed other ways of informing patients? 

 

3) [FEELING In your opinion, how do patients feel about this screening?  

 

4) [BREAST CANCER SCREENING] What do you think about shared 

decision-making in breast cancer screening? 

 

5) [PRACTICAL EXAMPLE] What do you think about these documents? 

(Show the interviewee the documents and let him/her look at them for 10 

minutes or so) 
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Tool 3 

 

Bourmaud A, Soler-Michel P, Oriol M, et al. Decision aid on breast cancer screening 

reduces attendance rate: results of a large-scale, randomized, controlled study by the 

DECIDEO group. Oncotarget 201615;7(11):12885-92. 
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Tool 4 

	

Blanc JB. Comment pratiquer la prise de décision partagée en médecine générale? 

[Mémoire en vue du diplôme inter universitaire de requalification à la pratique de la 

médecine générale]. Université de Rennes1 2015. 

https://sites.google.com/site/ladecisionpartagee/home (accesses Janv 2022) 
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Tool 5 

 

 

Prescrire. Partager avec les femmes les informations utiles pour décider de participer ou 

non au dépistage des cancers du sein. Rev Prescrire 2015;35(376):115. 
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Tool 6 

 

 

Dur à avaler. La mammographie de dépistage pour le cancer du sein : inutile et dangereuse 

? Noumea: Dur à avaler 2016. https://www.dur-a-avaler.com/la-mammographie-de-

depistage-pour-le-cancer-du-sein-inutile-et-dangereuse/ (accessed Janv 2022) 
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Tool 7 

 

 

PDQ® Screening and Prevention Editorial Board. PDQ Breast Cancer Screening. Bethesda, 

MD: National Cancer Institute 2021. https://www.cancer.gov/types/breast/patient/breast-

screening-pdq (accessed Janv 2022) 
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